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The Evolution of Children's Clothing

Children's clothing evolved as with
all the things that are now present
today.

From the beginning, children’s'
clothing used color to separate the
genders. Especially in the olden
days where little boys looked like
little girls, the distinction can be
made by the color of the clothes.
Girls wore pink and little boys wore
blue, this is as much true today as it
is in the era of days gone by.

Because of historical accounts
available like painting and
photographs, it was not easily
distinguished if a child was male or
female. Thus, not only do the
clothes determined the gender but the general appearance as well. This was manifested
by the hair style that they were told to wear. It became a strong convention that little girls
wear pretty dresses and their hair long while the little boys were told to wear the pants
and sport short hair. However due to the evolution of time, little girls of today have
adopted to wearing pants but the day hasn't come yet where the boys adopted the dresses
of girls!

In our modermn world today, a general convention exists that girls are able to wear the
clothes of boys but never the other way around. But that wasn't the case in the 19th
century where little girls and boys were dressed alike. Although during that time, girls
were not allowed to dress in pants, otherwise, there was not much difference in the way
they were dressed.

Up to the time of the second world war, clothes associated with girls were dresses,
pantalets, smocks and pinafores.
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Dresses

This was the basic clothing of girls up to the second world war since it was not everyday
occurrence that girls wore pants or shorts before the war.

Bloomers

This was another staple in the little girls' clothing where it served its purpose of
providing an alternative option to the restrictive and binding fashion sense during the 19th
century. This can be attributed to Amelia Bloomer born 1818 - 1894 who was an
American reformer espousing this cause. But the bloomer concept must be credited to
Elizabeth Smith Miller as she was creator of the bloomers. Although this type of garment
did not bloom at all.

Rompers

These were worn both by the girls and boys that were used primarily for play time. By
the end of the second world war, rompers were basic staples for little girls wardrobe. They
were usually used as costumes or uniforms for gym classes of girls.

Smocks

This is one generic children’s clothing of years gone by. As this was so common, different
styles, accessories, adornments, and other details filled the repertoire of how a smock can
look like. There were smocks of different colors, smocks with different buttoning styles
- buttons located at the back, in the front, or on the side. There were also smocks with
collars, with trims, with ties, with pockets, with belts, etc. It was usual in the 1950s that
smocks of identical cut were bought by mothers for their children.

Pinafores

This was a very essential piece of garment for the girls' wardrobe as they were usually
worn by little girls of Europe and America.

Pantalets

These were worn both by boys and girls. Usually, boys wore plain pantalets while girls
wore the fancier ones. But there were some boys who like to wear fancy Pantalets too.

Sailor suits
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This was basically a boy's garment but it became a unisex garment as girls started to wear
sailor suits too.

Baby Clothes

There are a lot of important things to
remember about buying baby clothes for
your own baby, but especially if you are
buying baby clothes for someone else’s
baby. If you want them to keep the baby
clothes you buy and use them, put some
thought into choosing the baby clothes you
buy.

Environment-Friendly Baby Clothing is
one option many people overlook. There
are baby nightgowns, sleepers, and
pajamas that are made from 100 per cent
organic cotton with nickel-free snaps.
There is organic baby clothing, baby
blankets, and baby bath towels to choose
from.

If you plan to make your purchases for

baby clothes online, there are some things you should be aware of. You can go to
http://babyport.info/14237.php for information about buying baby clothes online. It will
help you to maximize your spending money with the least amount of hassle, stress or risk.

Buying baby clothes online is very convenient, but you need to know all of your options
like whether to buy baby clothes through stores, auctions, or private sales. The article |
directed you to covers those options for you very well.

Buttons, Bows, Snaps, and other decorative items on baby clothes can be uncomfortable
for the baby. Remember for to check out the location of all functional and decorative
items. Think about how the baby will be laying on the article of clothing and how the
accessories may be bothersome or even harmful.
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The worst thing to forget when buying baby clothes is the fact that the parent will have to
actually put these baby clothes on the baby and take them off again. Be sure the baby
clothing has easy access for diaper changing, clothing changes, etc. Usually snap crotches
are great for ease of diaper changes. Neckline may be stretchy or have a snap or two to
widen the opening around your baby's head.

Gifts from everyone are usually given as newborn or small sizes and you don't know how
quickly the baby will grow or outgrow baby clothes. Buy baby clothes one size too large
and you can’t go wrong.

Hand me downs and second hand baby clothes are a great way to enhance your baby's
wardrobe. Since little ones often don't wear clothes often because of how quickly they
tend to grow, the wear on the clothing tends to be minimal. You can usually get several
babies worth of use out of an outfit!

We hope the Tips on buying Baby Clothes are helpful to you. There are more tips for
buying Baby Clothes at http://babyport.info Take time to choose the right baby clothing
and it will be very much appreciated by both parent and baby.

7 Money Saving Shopping Tips for New Parents

Perhaps the biggest
problem with baby
clothes is that they
don't last. Not
because they wear
out, but because your
baby quickly out
grows them.

It's important to plan
your baby clothes
shopping around the
growth of your baby. If you don't, you could be wasting money.
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Keep in mind these seven tips while you plan your baby clothes shopping:

1. Wear a Larger Size

People say babies grow fast, and they're right about that. You'll be wasting money if
you buy perfect fitting clothes because they'll soon be too small. Buying a larger size
will extend the amount of time your baby can wear them.

2. Make a Weather Prediction

Stop and think for a moment about clothes labels that state size in terms of a baby's age,
such as 12 or 18 months. Then ask this question: "When my baby is X months old,
what will the weather or temperature be like?" Get the answer to this question correct
and you'll buy clothes that not only fit, but also will be appropriate for the season.

3. Find Easy To Put On Outfits

Sometimes you'll struggle to dress your baby into an outfit you want him to wear.
Outfits that come in several pieces, button from behind or pull over the head may
require more of your patience and time. Outfits that come in one piece, open in the
front, have zippers, or snap buttons should be easier to deal with.

4. Have Enough for Emergencies

Food can drop on your baby's clothes while you're feeding him. If your baby becomes
sick, he might throw-up on his outfit. When a messy accident occurs, you'll need a
clean set of clothes ready for your baby to wear.
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5. Save at The Clearance Racks

You can save a bundle at the clearance racks. Almost every type of store has these. In
addition, if you wait for a big sale you can save even more. Some stores will also
markdown the clearance item further at the cash register.

6. Accept Hand Me Downs

Your family and friends may want to give you their children's baby clothes. They may
have new clothes that their baby didn't have a chance to wear. If you decide to accept
what they are willing to give, you'll save yourself some money, especially if they have
clothing you would have bought.

7. Exchange Old Clothes for Cash

Sell the clothes your baby no longer fits into on eBay. eBay is just an example. There
are many other ways to trade your old clothes for cash. You may not make as much as

you had originally paid for them, however, you'll at least earn some of your money
back.

A Perfect Baby Shower Gift?

Shopping for baby clothes and accessories
can be so much fun, especially when you are
shopping for a baby shower gift for someone
you love! Baby clothes make great gifts for
new parents.

Baby clothing from boutiques are very
popular gifts. Many even have gift registries
for expectant parents. Most larger towns and
cities have these specialty boutiques, but
these can also be found in quaint smaller towns, too. The nice thing about boutique
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clothing as a baby shower gift is that the parents might not want to spend the extra money
on clothing for the baby with all the other expenses they will have. Try to pick out
something unique. Most parents get plenty of onesies and sleepers!

When in doubt as to what to buy or what size, stick with dresses for girls and overalls for
boys. Because I had big babies, most newborn clothing didn't fit my children. I suggest
buying size 3 or 6 months, keeping in mind many children wear the next size up from
their age. For example, a 3 month old might wear a size 6 months. Remember to think
about what season it will be when purchasing bigger sizes. A nice long sleeved outfit
won't be used if it would fit the baby in the summer.

Shopping online for baby clothes can get you some really good deals without the
frustrations of being at the mall. You're also more likely to get a unique gift online. Shop
around for special promotions and free shipping. I like to use Ebates whenever I shop
online and get a rebate on every purchase.

Internet shopping is perfect if you can't attend the shower. Most stores with registries
make ordering simple. They can, in just a few clicks, have your order shipped directly to
the new parents' house.

Baby sleepers and gowns are the most popular baby shower gifts. While necessary, try
pairing them with another more unique gift like an embroidered burp cloth, blanket or
diaper bag.

Tiny baby slippers always get oooh's and aaah's at a shower. To make a more substantial
gift, add a cute little hat and some socks. Infant clothing is almost always a gift parents
will get lots of use out of. When possible, always include a gift receipt just in case there
was a duplicate gift or if the baby's gender turns out to be different than expected!

Baby clothing can be expensive and fancy or simple and inexpensive. Either way, parents
will appreciate the thoughtful and useful gift for their little one.

The greatest thing about getting ready for a newborn baby is to purchase clothes for the
baby. The little dresses are a lot delightful and is capable of softening anybody’s heart at
all times. If you have got some concems in relation to whether you would be a fine dad
or mom, simply catch a glimpse of an adorable ‘Onesie’ — whatever thing that fits
someone so little just cannot be troublesome!
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When buying for new clothes for your baby, you need to keep one thing in mind and that
is that your newborn baby will require plenty of the clothes. The main 7 belongings,
which your baby’s cabinet has got to have, are given below -

1. Diapers - I cannot even start to let you know about the countless number of diapers that
your baby would require, nevertheless simply purchase them in a bulk. Try out the
disposable types — they will be less of headache for mom and easy to use.

2. Onesies - These are one-piece outfits somewhat similar to coveralls or overalls and
look forward to seeing your newborn baby spend lots of time in Onesies. Pick up Onesies,
which can be opened with no trouble and fixed firmly in order that you can switch the
baby’s clothes with minimum energy.

Cotton tees - These tees along with cotton skirts or shorts, are perfect for within the house.
Do not forget to purchase a lot of tees since they will require repeated changing.

3. Sleep-ins — Sleep-ins are similar to pajamas and sleepers to be worn at night and they
are comfy to sleep in and also keep the baby protected from some light wind.

4. Warm clothes - Put in a few
warm clothes similar to fleece
wear and sweaters in the baby’s
cabinet for the reason that they
call for lots of shelter from chilly
weather conditions.

5. Hats and Caps - Perhaps not a
lot of them, nevertheless do
purchase a pair of caps in order
to keep the baby’s head away
from the breeze.

6. Mittens - During winters you cannot do devoid of them, nevertheless set aside a few
cotton mittens for the summer season in order that the baby does not graze himself/herself
with his/her own nails. Newbom babies at times do that, honestly.

Long and Lean

Confused by the phrase ‘Long and Lean’ following Baby Clothes? Well, this article
works both ways to reduce the confusion of those online baby cloth hunters. And
surprisingly, most of the optimized searches will disappoint you if you are either
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searching clothes meant for your long and lean babies, or clothes to make your baby look
long and lean! Confusing, right?

For those who have been thinking that buying a baby’s cloth is just a child’s play, note
that baby clothes have their whole of rules. And as they begin their growth, you will
realize that your baby should be understood in terms of their growth and gender in order
to meet their needs. Let us take a peek into what makes these criteria a must for those
parents shopping for baby clothes.

The Long and the Lean

It is believed that the condition of birth determines what a child will look like when it
grows up. But there is no way to predict exactly the rate of their growth. However, recent
studies have claimed that heavy babies tend to grow up fat and long babies tend to grow
up tall. But this may be contestable.

Sizing a baby’s clothing: the Long and the Lean

Parents might be often asking: “What do I need to buy for my lean or fat baby?”” Though
a baby’s clothes comes in sizes shown by months, as in 0-3 months, this question calls in
for a different set of solution. How do you know that this is a standard? There are four
fundamental flaws in this standard:

L. The sizes of babies vary enormously. And the manufacturers might claim that a
particular size is the standard of your baby’s age group.

2. The growth of babies varies, ranging from slow to rapid. And some babies might
be double the size of their same age group.

3. The shape also varies. Some children might outgrow their clothes; clothes made
for round babies might stop snapping at the crotch well before they hit their supposed
limit.

4. Different manufacturers have their own specific standards. This considerably
confuses parents while buying clothes for their babies.

So what do we do? Does one need to buy by weight, or size, or age group? A baby’s age
stage is the most confusing stage indeed! And, parents will be likely to keep buying
clothes to keep up with the alterations in the baby’s growth — size, weight, length, and
shape.

The best advice is not to buy very expensive clothes for this stage. You will not be able to
keep up with the speed a baby soils the clothes. However, ensure that the clothes are
friendly with your child.
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And remember that we cannot help the fluctuations in a baby’s growth; while searching
clothes for your long and lean baby, or clothes to make your baby look long and lean, just
be patient. We all have been through it as babies!

Baby Clothes Online

Shopping online! Internet indeed is basking in the limelight considering the fact that it
gives parents more options when it comes to finding and purchasing clothes and other
items for their babies than ever before.

How about Hassles? How about long check-out lines? How about Traffics? And, how
about not finding the right clothes for your baby even after those time-consuming, manual
searches? This is why online shopping is emerging fast as a channel to bring the products
right in front of you, with thousands to choose from. Indeed, the Internet has become an
exciting tool that puts vast information just a click away.

Moreover, with the surging competitions amongst the online retailers, good deals,
convenience, and choice abound on the Internet. But before you use what the sites has to
offer, be “cyber” smart to make the most of your online experience.

Choices and offers at your disposal
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Discounts: Interestingly, some of the best discount stores that sell baby clothes are some
of the best online retailers. Each online retailer offers direct sales from their web site, and
they have pretty almost everything you could need in terms of baby clothing, and offer it
all at prices that won't burn a hole through your pocket.

Designer Baby Clothes: Designers are going online at last! From Chic Baby clothing to
punk and trendy wears, online shopping offers you much beyond your travel experiences
to the outlets.

Just Browse! With literally hundreds of websites offering baby clothes at all price ranges
and designed to meet all specifications, just keep browsing —compare pricings, and just
pick your choice.

Follow these principles while baby clothes online

Keep a tab on the kind of material and the quality the online retailer is offering.

Consider unisex clothes even if you are buying a baby cloth before the baby’s
actual birth. This is the beat part of a baby’s cloth.

Make the most of online offers. Online offers are much below the other offers
made by physical retailers because online retailers need not maintain an outlet to
showcase their merchandise. Since they are not spending in maintaining a physical outlet,
they can offer you products much cheaper.

Consider the pros and cons of the baby cloth features. You might not end up
disappointed upon delivery of the product.

Follow these basic rules while shopping online for your baby clothes

This guideline is not only for shopping your baby’s clothes, but for you to consider while
shopping for any merchandize online: Use a secure server and browser with industry
security standards before you enter credit card information online; research the target site
and verify the companies for authentication through contact information such as business
name, address and telephone numbers; avoid using debit cards and consider calling up to
take in your orders instead; and print out information on your order when you place it and
keep the copies.

Following these tips will protect you from getting ripped while shopping online.

Do you want to shop some clothes for your baby? Mothers do not have to worry for Baby
clothes any more. Dressing newborn infants is so much fun.

Your baby will need number of newborn clothing and linen items. Hence it is very
important that you prepare yourself in advance for everything. Remember that new born
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grow very fast. Hence the clothes you will buy for them will quite likely have a very short
life. So always buy two to five months older clothing. Here are some tips which will help
you to make right choices for your baby.

Things to keep in mind
while buying

Always buy enough
clothes for you’re newly
bom to cover the three
clothing changes in a day.
Always opt for soft
material, which are
comfortable to wear and
remove. Buy durable
material,  which s
washable and long-lived.
Buy baby clothes, which
are durable else just one
wash, would make them useless to wear. Always go for elastic waistbands and trousers.
They are more comfortable for toddlers and easily adjustable. Try buying loose clothes
they give plenty of room for a child to move his legs, such as leggings and sweats. Buy
shapeless heels socks as they grow with your child. Avoid buying patterned socks, as the
loose yarn from inside can catch in your baby's toes.

What Baby Clothes to purchase?
Considering the fact that babies grow very fast, you will need to buy:

. Buy around 4-6 undershirts or 'onesies'
. Buy around 3-8 nightgowns.
. Buy 1-2 baby sweaters especially for the winter season.

. Always keep a stock of Baby diapers ready

. Buy 1-2 sets of Baby towels. Since the skin of the baby is soft, always buy soft
baby towels.

. Buy couple of pairs of baby socks

. Buy 2-3 blankets to protect them from cold.

Baby Clothes to Avoid

Avoid buying Mobile Baby Walkers: They promise many things but are useless at the
end of the day. They can be dangerous for your child and also do not help the child to
walk.
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Avoid Buying Infant feeders: Avoid feeding Infant feeders for a newly born child.
Mother's milk is the best milk at this stage. Do not use solid foods until your baby is able
to eat from a spoon. You can also consult your doctor for any information about the same.

Avoid using Swings hanged to doorframes: Avoid using swings, as they might be
dangerous for your child.

Dressing your little darling doesn’t have to cost a fortune

It is no secret that having and providing for a new baby is an expensive job. With the
expense of those all-important early doctor’s visits, necessary items for the nursery, and
the rising prices of formula, diapers, and various infant accessories, it seems a wonder
that anyone can afford to reproduce anymore. While it’s difficult to argue in favor of
cutting corners when it comes to your baby, there are a few ways that you can save money
on some of your baby related purchases. Baby clothes and layette needs are fortunately
one area where you can afford to save a few bucks without diminishing the level of
comfort and care that your little Nick or Jessica receives.

Secondhand Baby Clothes

This 1s a sore spot for l .
some parents and not \‘ 2
without good reason. } \ A o
The thought of putting

“used” clothing on
your baby can come
with numerous
unspoken horrors and
various levels of
mental anguish. After
all, how do you know
where that used
Onesie has been? Fortunately, concerned parents can rest their minds easily and put aside
the fears associated with purchasing secondhand baby wear by following a few bits of
common sense. Used infant attire should only be purchased from a reputable source. A
thrift store like those run by the Salvation Army or a good secondhand store that
specializes in baby goods (Other Mothers is a particularly good chain in the Western
United States) can be considered safe sources since they make a point of sterilizing such
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items before offering them for resale. Avoid purchasing any items for a baby from a
garage sale or “flea market” unless you know the seller personally and even then do so
with caution. Any secondhand baby items you do obtain — even those given to you by
friends or family members — should be washed thoroughly before you ever put them on
your child.

Shopping Online

The internet has been doing wonders for people’s wallets for years. In almost every case
items that you can purchase in a local store can be found online for less. Baby clothes are
no exception and there are literally hundreds of e-commerce web sites that will be more
than happy to sell you everything you need for your baby’s layette and wardrobe at a
considerable savings compared to what you’ll pay at the local Babies ‘R’ Us store. In
addition to baby clothing, almost every other conceivable baby need can be met online
for less. In many cases you can get free shipping as well. The web won’t save you from
the occasional midnight run to the local 24 hour grocer or Wal-Mart for emergency
diapers or formula, but it’s a veritable hero in most other regards.

Other options for saving money on baby clothes and accessories do exist, and most are
fairly common sense approaches. Buying infant wear from Kmart, Target or Wal-Mart is
certainly going to cost you less than shopping at Dillards, JC Penney, or Sak’s, for
example, as will choosing off brand or no-name items instead of Baby Dior and
Weebok’s. Babies cost enough money as it is, there’s no reason not to put a little green
back in your pocket now by saving on baby clothes when you know you’ll be shelling it
out for braces and piano lessons later in life.

Remember that adorable outfit you bought for your newborn - the one that cost you nearly
$40, and got worn three times before it no longer fit? For such tiny things, baby clothing
1s expensive - and as fast as babies grow, they seldom see much wear. For parents on a
budget, those are potent arguments for cutting costs where you can when dressing baby.

Designer duds for baby DO make sense though - and by designer, I mean the elite in the
baby design field: OshKosh and Baby B'Gosh, Carters, Sweat Pea and other top-of-the-
line baby clothing manufacturers. They concentrate on the little details that cheap clothing
manufacturers skimp on - little details that make a major difference in fit, appearance and
comfort. You want to take advantage of nice, flat seams that don't irritate, and nylon snaps
that don't scratch or pull through fabric. But you don't want to pay $30 for a sleeper!
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The answer is shopping around for gently worn using baby clothes and checking with
friends and relatives for outgrown hand-me-downs. Yard sales are a great source in the
spring and summer months. You'll often find great clothes that are barely worn in sizes
for the next couple of years. Check the newspaper for upcoming yard sales - baby clothes
are often one of the advertised items.

Another great place to buy
designer baby clothes at

R rock-bottom prices is a

J ) good consignment shop.

W»’ ’ Strike up a relationship

iy o : | with the owner, and she

si— o wh\\:__: ~ 4 may even put aside items

- - -~ \ v, that she knows you'll love

* A and give you a call to let

- p— you know what she's got.

1.3 In addition, you can often

. sell the same baby clothes

¢~ S BACK, or trade them in

ST baby outgrons e
BSSS @y b oot '

— p Zd

How about a place to get

gently used baby clothing
for the cost of the gas to go pick them up? Freecycle.org is a national movement of
community bulletin boards who are committed to the concept of 'one man's junk'. Check
http://www.freecycle.org to see if there's a chapter near you, and join up. Seldom a day
goes by that someone doesn't offer a few bags of baby and children's clothing in various
sizes. The quality varies, but the younger the baby, the more likely that the clothing is still
in excellent shape.

Don't overlook church and community thrift shops as sources of good, well-cared for
baby clothing. If there's a Junior League thrift shop in your city, you'll find beautiful
clothing for baby at bargain basement prices.

When you do pick up used clothing for baby, launder it as soon as you get it home.
Pretreat stains if there are any, and wash with a gentle laundry soap meant for baby. Add
borax to the water for extra whitening power, and be sure to rinse at least twice if you use
bleach. By the time you're done, you'll have one of the best-dressed babies in town -
without breaking your piggy bank.
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New parents are full of concerns about
what regular household activities may
pose a threat or present problems for their
newest family member. At some point the
question about the best ways to wash baby
clothing will arise. Parents typically ask
whether there is a certain type off
detergent that they should use, whether it
is safe to wash baby clothes with the rest
of the family's clothing and what special
steps should be taken with cloth diapers if
they are being used.

Detergent

file

This 1s a valid concem. It is not atypical

for certain detergents to irritate the skin of adults and older children, so it is certainly
feasible that a baby's tender and sensitive skin can be easily irritated by harsh detergents.
There are several detergents on the market that are supposedly intended for baby's
clothing, but there is not much difference between them and other mild detergents. The
best choice for parents to make in this area is to purchase mild detergent that is free
from added colors and fragrances and wash the clothing in that. If the baby does
develop a rash or seems to be experiencing skin discomfort of any kind, the first thing to
do 1s consult the family pediatrician. The doctor may simply recommend that a different
detergent be used, but will also be able to determine if there is a more serious problem.

Washing Baby Clothes with Family Clothes

Some parents feel that the baby's clothing needs to be washed separately from that of
the rest of the family. The rationale for this is that the other family members' clothing
could somehow taint or contaminate the baby's. There is no reason to worry about this
and it is perfectly safe to wash baby's clothes and bedding along with everyone else's.
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The exception to this rule is cloth diapers. If parents are using cloth diapers and washing
them at home rather than using a diaper service, they must be washed apart from
everything else.

Cloth Diapers

Cloth diapers are fading into memory, replaced by the more convenient disposable brands
that are on the market. For families that choose to use these, however, there are some
special considerations. The most sanitary way to utilize reusable cloth diapers is to
contract a diaper service. This will take away the hassle of washing the diapers at home
and ensure that the replacement diapers are sterile. For families that choose to wash at
home, the previous paragraph details that they should be kept separate from all other
laundry. Storing the diapers until wash time must be done as sanitarily as possible. This
means rinsing the cloth diaper in the toilet to remove solid wastes, then storing it in a pail
until it is time to be washed. The pail should be covered to prevent odor and lined with a
disposable or washable liner. The pail, lid, and liner should be cleaned whenever the
diapers are and the soiled diapers should be washed at least twice weekly.

Let's skip right past the great diaper debate and assume that you've read what there is to
read, done your soul-searching, and made your decision - and for your baby, it's nothing
but natural against that tender skin. Whether your decision is ecological, economical, or
based on something else entirely, you've decided on cloth diapers for baby. Now it's time
for Diapering 101 - how do you turn a rectangle of cloth into a comfy cover for the little
cherub?

Wash the diapers first

First things first. Never diaper your baby in a brand new cloth diaper straight from the
plastic wrapping. Between the natural cotton and the manufacturing process, new diapers
have a 'waxy' coating that cuts down on their absorbency and can irritate baby's skin. Toss
all your new diapers into the washer and run them through five or six cycles with
detergent, bleach and the hottest water you can muster. If you've got a clothesline and a
sunny day, that's the best way to dry them.
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Folding Diapers

You thought you had made your last choice when you picked cloth, did you? Think again.
There are even more choices in 100% natural cloth diapers than there are in the disposable
diapers aisle at the supermarket. Pre-folded, padded, flat-folded, nappy-style, all-in-ones,
all-in-twos - it's enough to make your head spin just trying to absorb it all. Add to that the
choices in diaper covers - plastic pants? Nappy covers? Wool covers? Velcro, pin or one
of the novelty diaper fasteners? For the purposes of this Diapering Baby class, we'll
assume that you're using plain old flat-folds - a simple rectangle of absorbent cotton that
may have a quilted layer running down the middle for extra absorbency. Here are several
different methods of folding diapers, courtesy of moms, grandmas and the DyDee
Company.

The Angel-Wing Fold

1. Lay the diaper lengthwise on the changing table. Fold the sides of the diaper in to the
middle to form an absorbent pad.

2. Fold a few inches down at the front.

3. Unfold the sides at the back of the diaper, fanning them out.

4. Place the baby on the diaper, and pull the front up between his or her legs.

5. Holding the front against his belly, bring both sides of the back around to the front, and
pin in place, pushing the pin through a few layers of diaper. You don't have to go all the
way through the diaper so that the pin is against baby's skin.

Bikini Twist High-Cut Fold

1. Lay the diaper flat on the table.

2. Turn ONE END of the diaper completely over, twisting the diaper at the midpoint to
form an absorbent pad.

3. Put the baby on the diaper (or the diaper under the baby, whichever is easier).
4. Pull the front of the diaper up between baby's legs.
5. Pull back comers of the diaper around the baby, over the front corners and pin securely.

Double-Diaper For Heavy Wetters
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1. Use one regular diaper and one infant size diaper. Lay regular diaper on table. Place
infant size diaper in center.

2. Fold sides of infant diaper in, then fold sides of regular diaper in to cover the infant
diaper.

3. Fold a few inches of the diaper front up, then fan the back of the diaper out to form
angel wings.

4. Plop the baby in the middle of the diaper, and proceed as for the angel wing fold.

Whichever fold you choose to use, cover the whole thing with a diaper cover, smooch
the little tyke and send him back off to play with a warm, dry bottom.

Fabric Softener for Baby Clothing

It is indeed daunting to
realize that once a baby
arrives, not only does your
laundry chore doubles, but
you need to make
arrangements to shield off
the tender skin of our baby
from harsh clothes. Fabric
softeners  for  baby
clothing then becomes a
necessity.

It may be reassuring to
know it is not always necessary to use a baby detergent for your baby’s clothes. Because
a baby detergent does not always get rid of stains and odors on your baby's clothing as
you'd like, it may be better you switch to some other detergent.

Switching on to fabric softener

Before switching to a fabric softener, make sure to test one article of clothing first. Unless
your baby has allergies, eczema, atopic dermatitis, or other conditions affecting your
baby’s sensitive skin, liquid detergents meant exclusively for babies are your best bet
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because they work for all types of clothes. But if there seems to be some irritation, you
can still try using a fabric softener detergent that does not contain colors or fragrances.

Why Fabric Softeners?

Better than an ordinary baby detergent that only washes because they come with
choices to meet the need of your baby’s sensitive skin. Fabric softeners come in two
types: sheets and liquids; they also come in scented as well as fragrance-free options.

Fabric softeners give fabrics a softer feel and help reduce static cling (particularly
useful for synthetics and permanent press items).

They are designed to make clothes feel softer and smoother, and at the same time
reduce wrinkles in clothing and mitigate the need to iron.

How to Use Fabric Softeners

Liquid fabric softeners: Add liquid fabric softener during your washing machine's
final rinse cycle for enhanced softening. Make sure there is water in the machine when
you add the softener; however, avoid overfilling the washing machine. Staining may
result if a fabric softener is poured directly on the clothes. And most importantly, keep
your baby’s fabric softener in an environment where it will not freeze; freezing leads to
thickening of the liquid fabric softener.

Fabric softener sheets: While using sheets, it is always advisable to add them just
before you start your drier. The drier’s heat activates the softening properties of fabric
softener sheets. Staining might result if you allow a fabric sheet to sit in a wet load of
clothing.

Remember to avoid washing your little one's clothes with the rest of the family's clothes;
the harsh detergents are likely to irritate your baby's skin (most common of them, diaper
rash). All said, remember to always read the manufacturer's instructions and follow them;
also look for any special cleaning instructions that may appear on the labels of your
baby’s clothing. Following these will ensure soft, fluffy clothes for your baby’s comfort.

Everybody wants their baby to look cute. People always try finding out clothes which are
comfortable and make their baby look cute. There are number of places from where you
can find cute baby clothes. Many parents like their babies to dress their babies in a
cowboy or a cowgirl style.
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There are a variety of options for parents to choose cute baby clothes for their babies.
From the printed tee shirts to comfy denims the choices with baby clothes retailers are
numerous. Choosing western outfit baby clothes for your babies also makes them stylish
and cute at the same time. Finding cute baby clothes you should not underestimate
comfort ability of clothes. You should make it sure that the clothes which make your baby
look cute is also comfortable to him or her. Confirm the quality of the clothes and also
see the fabric doesn’t harm the tender skin of their babies.

It always suggested going
for brands while choosing
cute  baby clothes,
especially those which
exclusively offer baby
clothes. These brands
assure of you of their
quality which is also very
important factor while
choosing cute baby
clothes. Plus, you also get
great options on choosing
clothes from a wide array §
choice available to you. =%
Cute baby clothes are also

an exclusive option with these brands.

Some of the common examples that can help you while finding cute baby clothes for
babies are to go for clothes with fur. Clothes with fur are not only cute looking,
comfortable but are also warm that also protects them from cool temperatures of winter
season. Other good choices of cute clothes are combination of caps with clothes with
rabbit ears on their caps. Clothes which depict cartoons of animals are also very cute for
your babies.

Many parents like to buy clothes with cute scriptures written on it. You can ask for lovely
clothes with cool colors having beautiful scriptures written on it. Searching in internet for
cute baby clothes is also a great idea. There are not a wide variety of clothes available
under cute baby clothes but you have an advantage on searching in the web. You can
decide which clothes are best to make babies cute. You can also read opinions of other
parents who have purchased cute baby clothes plus you can choose great varieties of cute
baby clothes just by sitting in front of you desktop.
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As any mother with a young child will tell you, babies grow very quickly. So for new
mothers, making the most out of baby clothes is of the utmost importance. So what do
you do when those onesies just don't quite snap anymore? How do you get an extra month
out of those jeans that are a little too short for the winter months?

The great thing about onesies, s that they're a very workable cotton fabric, and there really
isn't any hemming necessary to turn a couple of onesies that fit at five months into a
couple of shirts that fit at eight months. Simply cut them off right at the leg holes, and
gently pull the material around the edges so that it rolls a tiny bit. This way there are no
exposed threads for baby to pull at or chew on. The same can apply to footsie pajamas.
By simply snipping off the feet, you can easily get another month's wear out of the
sleepwear.

Adding extra buttons to overalls or snappy shirts makes them naturally grow with your
child. Perhaps one of the best investments a new mother can make is in a mid-priced
sewing machine. This makes alterations and additions a breeze, and gives you a new
hobby for when baby naps (Just make sure there is enough wall between you and the crib
so that the whirring of the machine doesn't make undue stress for you!)

Things like adding extra material to the bottom of a dress or skirt can be done in just
minutes, as can letting out the hem of a pair of jeans or overalls. Buying clothes initially
that are mid-priced and made of a cotton material with a lot of elastic and snaps makes
transitions that much easier. Shoes are always going to be a problem, but buying a canvas
sneaker in the spring can convert into a mule for summer wear, as long as the baby is not
walking yet. Socks without built in heels is key—that way the baby can grow a little bit
longer in the socks. Also, even though socks with ducks and elephants are cute, sticking
to a plain color can help extend the life of individual socks if one gets lost. In the summer
a grey or white sock is less likely to irritate a sweaty baby's sensitive skin because they
don’t contain dyes.

Think of ways that you would extend the life of your own clothes. T-shirts that come three
to a pack can easily be downgraded to rags or dust cloths. Jeans and pants that have
become worn or are too short can be cut and hemmed for summer shorts. Sweaters can
become blankies. Things like first outfits and special occasion’s clothes can be put into a
special chest to pass on to your child for when they have children of their own. For the
most part, making baby clothes last, laundering aside, is about ingenuity and personality.
Learn the basics of stitching and hemming and let the designer in you shine through!

Ginger Hills Creation
Copyright © - All Rights Reserved http://www.GingerHillsCreations.com



http://www.gingerhillscreations.com/

Out, Darn Spot! Removing Stains From Babies’
Clothing

Do you remember the television
commercials for the laundry
detergent that claimed to remove
the embarrassing “ring around the
collar?” The husband and wife
would be at some social gathering,
perhaps dining on  Lobster
Thermador at the Rotary Club or
some such thing, when one of the
Gladys Kravitz-esque attendees
would notice a stain on Mr.
Commercial’s shirt collar and
point it out loudly enough for
everyone this side of Brooklyn to
hear, “He’s got ring around the
collar!” The singsong nasal chorus
would repeat this as Mrs.
Commercial turned several shades
of crimson and Mr. Commercial
went on merrily munching on his
shellfish, oblivious to the goings-on. I, for one, always wondered why Mrs. Commercial
was so embarrassed when clearly the problem would take care of itself if Mr. Commercial
would just take the time to wash his neck.

I got to thinking about that commercial recently as I was trying to remove another
stubborn stain, this one caused by my baby’s ample and artful methods of regurgitation
rather than my husband’s poor upper vertebral hygiene. Babies’ garments are different
from adults’ you see, and babies’ skin is far more sensitive, so there is no miracle stain
remover that is both safe for baby and tough on the messes that they tend to make when
they decide that they want to take one more look at that last bit of formula. There are,
however, several ways to remove stubborn stains like these from baby clothes and
accessories using common household items that contain no harmful chemicals.
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For the traditional spit-up stain that parents of a young baby will see plenty of, the best
method that I have found uses club soda and baking soda. What you’ll want to do is
sprinkle a bit of baking soda on the stained area and then pour on a bit of club soda.
Remember the papier mache volcanoes that the nerdier kids constructed for the eighth
grade science fair? This is the same effect. The club soda and baking soda will bubble
and foam a bit. Let that happen for a few seconds and then take an old toothbrush and
gently scrub the area. The dried on bits of yuck should loosen and chip away in no time
at all. Now wash the garment as usual. Voila! The stain should be gone. This same
concoction will remove corrosion from the positive and negative posts of an automobile
battery, by the way, so if you have that problem one day; tell your husband that you’ll take
care of it for him while he goes into the bathroom and washes his neck.

Picking Trendy Toddler Clothes

Clothes. When your baby is not capable to move
on her own, it is desirable to buy clothes which
wrap her body properly as their is always a danger
of her getting cold even in summers. The few
difficulties faced by new mothers in choosing
clothes are:

What is trendy?
Where to search for these clothes?
How much to invest in baby clothes?

Toddlers could require 3 clothing changes in a day
so buy clothes accordingly. Buy clothes which
could be easily washed and are comfortable to
wear and remove. The clothes should not be too
tight or well fitting but should be a bit towards
loose side. This will give your baby plenty of room
for movement.

Baby clothes have to be made of soft material or
cotton cloths as these do not irritate the skin of your
child. Make it a point to choose soft or cotton made
cloths for the one which comes in direct contact with your baby skin.

Ginger Hills Creation
Copyright © - All Rights Reserved http://www.GingerHillsCreations.com

28 | Page



http://www.gingerhillscreations.com/

Well, the best place to buy baby clothes is buying it online. The other places are your
neighborhood departmental store or specialty toddler stores. You could make a call to
departmental stores in your area to find if they are offering any types of discounts or if
there is any sale going on for toddler clothes.

Try to get hold of catalogues which most departmental stores provide. This catalogues
will help you to compare and shortlist toddler clothes you wish to buy. Try to figure out
the reputation of the store, prices of the product and discounts if any. Specialty baby stores
could give you a wide range of options to choose from. However the prices could be
somewhat towards higher side.

Best buys for toddler clothes could be performed online. There are many ways you could
choose an online store for buying toddler clothes. Try to enquire about good and reliable
online stores in your area from the people you know. Big sites with great reputation are
always a safe bet. Since toddler clothes are a very niche product it is always better to go
for specialized online stores. Do a bit of research on forums and search engines to find
perfect online store for your next purchase.

When buying baby clothes parents are suddenly inundated with multiple choices that can
become quite confusing. How many cute and adorable outfits does little Bill or Hillary
need? How many “Onesie” body suits are enough? For little people that grow so quickly
there are certainly a wide variety of clothing options, how does a new parent know what
to get?

To help settle the dilemma and answer these questions, parents need to keep in mind a
simple “rule of three.”” Babies need three kinds of clothes. Clothes are needed for daytime
wear, for going out, and for sleeping. The baby sleepwear will likely outnumber the other
varieties since sleeping is what babies spend most of their time doing, but the numbers of
each outfit will vary in direct relation to the number of times the parents are willing to do
laundry.

Baby Daywear

The clothes you have for your baby to “hang around” in should be comfortable, easy to
access for diaper changes, and simple. These are the articles that your baby will spend
most of her time in and they’re bound to get dirty. When the baby spits up, spews strained
beets all over the place, crawls around on the floor, or does any of the other relatively
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messy and somewhat disgusting things that babies do, these clothes are going to bear the
brunt of the abuse. As such, you probably don’t want these things to happen while baby
is wearing the beautiful Baby Dior outfit that Aunt Edna gave as a shower gift. The best
clothes for these day to day needs are simple body suits with snaps at the crotch. Onesies
are a brand name of these items, but the term has pretty much entered the language to
mean any such article designed this way. You’ll probably want anywhere between five
and ten of these on hand.

Baby Sleepwear

Clothing for sleeping should meet some of the same specifications as the baby daywear
in terms of comfort and accessibility. Obviously if you live in a colder region or it is the
middle of December you’ll want heavier articles than if you live in Phoenix and its July.
Babies can still be messy when they sleep, but are usually nowhere near as messy as when
they’re up and around. In warm enough climates the same style of Onesies that are used
for baby’s daytime activities can double as sleepwear, but if the temperature 1s cooler
you’ll want heavier knit PJs or similar sleepwear.

Dressing up Baby

The outdoor baby wear is where the parents really get to shine. Here is where you can
utilize the cute and adorable stuff that was given as shower gifts or that you just couldn’t
resist picking up during a routine trip to Wal-Mart. These items should still be examined
for practicality, making sure that straps, snaps, bows and such do not interfere with diaper
changing or cause discomfort to the infant, but you’re a little freer to show off. After all,
everyone wants to coo over an adorable baby. When the adorable baby is adorably
dressed, the cooing is that much sweeter.

® @7 WNW Congratulations on the new arrival!
¥ ‘ /4 . Caring for your little bundle of joy is a
. truly delightful experience, when you
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. & 4 .~ want to lavish all your love and

_ “z { “  attention over this one unique person.

‘ Nothing is good enough for your

: F | X ’W é \ precious baby for whom, if possible,
= W 4

you would even buy the moon!
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Naturally, you want the very best for your child, and with the countless baby products
flooding the market, this means you can pick and choose to your satisfaction. Moreover,
many options are available to the parent of today, and it is upto you to make up your mind
about whats best for your child.

[s breast feeding better than the bottle, what brand of baby food is more healthy, or, oh
dear, shouldnt the nursery be painted a mild and soothing green instead of all this pink?
Should you opt for cloth or disposable diapers? Are you doing the right thing? Help!

Relax. The most important thing when raising a child is to make sure it is healthy. Just as
proper nutrition is essential for your babys welfare, so is hygiene and cleanliness. While
nutrition can be easily taken care of with regular feedings of milk, hygiene is a different
matter. With little or no control over their bodily functions, babies expel a lot of waste,
and keeping them clean can be a daunting task. The solution? Nappies, of course!

There are disposable Nappies and cloth nappies. Disposable nappies are easy to use; use
it once and throw it away. No washing, no fuss! However, disposable diapers are made
of chemicals that can harm your babys sensitive skin. Also, with its synthetic texture,
disposable nappies are not comfortable, and babies are prone to develop rashes or
allergies. Diapers made from natural fibres are a welcome change from disposable
nappies as they are soft and soothing to the skin.

Raising a child also means rising expenses! A baby will go through upto a thousand or
more diapers before his first birthday. Disposable diapers cost more than cloth nappies,
but in this case, being expensive does not necessarily mean its better. Cloth nappies are
lower-priced and are reusable. So, one cloth nappy serves as well as many disposable
ones.

To further cut expenses, using second hand cloth nappies is a good idea, and after your
baby has outgrown them, it is recommended you donate them to other parents or reuse
them for your next child, thereby reducing waste. If one baby will use more than a
thousand diapers in a year, imagine the amount of garbage generated in a city from
diapers alone! While disposable nappies contain chemicals that do not decompose,
discarded cloth nappies are absorbed back into the environment, and are thus very eco-
friendly.

In the modem nuclear family where both parents work, washing cloth nappies may seem
a tedious process. A gentle wash in the washing machine solves this problem.

Some popular brands of cloth nappies are: the Bumble sized shape nappy, Rainbow Bots
and, Prorap All in One Nappies. Terries are flat squares of terry towelling that can be
shaped into nappies. These are all nappies that are sized, shaped and have a high second
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hand value, meaning they are very durable. Almost all brands of cotton nappies are made
of light cotton-based material.

Comfort for your baby comes first, and with the menace of harmful chemicals in
disposable diapers, cloth nappies seem the only solution. Comfortable, hygienic, eco-
friendly, durable . . . with so many merits, it is no wonder cloth nappies are replacing
disposable diapers everywhere.

There can be no doubt that cloth nappies are so good for your baby!

What Do You Do When Baby Outgrows His Clothes?

You've recently had a baby.
It's been a few months now,
and the baby has outgrown
virtually two full wardrobes.
Sure it's expensive, but there's
a whole other issue at hand.
What is a mother to do with
all of this extra baby clothes?

There are a number of ways to
deal with this problem. First
of all, there is the donation
route. If you don't have close
friends with similar aged
babies, you can put aside
certain things for when they
do, or in the event that you
have another. The rest of the
clothes can go to the Goodwill or Salvation Army. These are also a great place to find
gently used baby clothes for incredible savings.

Special occasion attire like baby's coming home outfit, first Christmas, and Baptism can
be saved in a special place for passing on to a next generation. A great way to do this is
by creating a memory box. Get a small trunk at a craft store and decorate it however you'd
like. Fill it with small mementos like the baby's hospital bracelet, first outfit and blanket.
As the baby gets older you will have more things to add to it. This is a great way to
preserve memories that your child may not have the foresight to think of now, but will
appreciate very much later.
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Using material from old baby clothes to make new baby clothes is a great way to save
money and get a little more use out of the items that your child quickly outgrows. Making
t-shirts into cute patchwork dresses, and pants into shorts are some quick fixes to pinch
pennies.

Another way to use up material from old baby clothes is to make stuffed animals. Do you
have a favorite t-shirt of your baby's that his or her little arms just don't quite fit right in
anymore? Using the material to make a little stuffed bear is a great way to preserve that
memory for yourself and pass something very special on to your baby. The same thing
can be done, if a hobby persists, with socks and jeans as well. Soon all of your friends
will be begging for little stuffed dolls made out of your baby's old clothing.

If you are in fact creatively inclined, another great way to reincarnate your baby's clothes
1s by creating a memory quilt. Save bits and pieces of your baby's clothing and use it to
create a full sized patchwork quilt for when your baby gets their own big bed. That kind
of sentimental value also makes a great gift for a graduation or a wedding (if you can wait
that long to show off your handy work).

If you're planning on having another child, you have a built in way to get rid of all of the
extra clothes. You can put away the clothes that your baby grows out of in a storage area.
Just make sure you launder everything when it comes back out for round two. Sure, it
stinks to get hand-me-downs, but it is unlikely your infant will notice, let alone care.
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